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MASKA's | T-and-under
musical forms division has long
been one of the circuit’s mosi
exciting divisions. 15-year-old
forms star, Michael
Chaturantabui, a constant
threat in this division, s one of

the sport's future superstars.

Originally from Banghkok.
Thailand, his family moved to
Naperville, ITinols. just outside
of Chicago. where at the age of
10 he starting training in the
martial arts with John Sharkey
and Steve Gross in Shored-Ryu.
Five years later, he's becoming
well known all over North Amer-
fca, At home the local popula-
tlon know him as a star on the
high school tennis team and for
YEANS 45 an age group swimmer
with a knack for winning. As a
sophomore in high school he has
maintained an "A” average in an
acceelerated program. He intends
to major in business administra-
tion in college and one day
manage his own karate school.
Michael provides 999 of the cost
of competition by working for the
local newspaper three days a
wierk.

Michael quietly confided that
the focus on winning was impor-
tant to him, however, he had
personally come to understand
and value two additional dimen-
sions of the martial arts disci-
pline. He feels now that the
lifestyle values and personal
relations he has developed are
just as as rewarding and desir-
ahle. Quick to acknowledge the
importance of being  responsible
in all facets of life. Mike was
voted the Sportsman of the Year
for Youlh in 1984,
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